
After an extremely slow start and no bills introductions, the Legislative Research Council has 
started to process bills.  There are now many bills that the association will be tracking and 
testifying on.  Some bills on this list have no direct impact, but are of interest  only.	 


Beginning this week, I will also be emailing a Legislative Update on the status of these bills.


Bills of the most interest are: 
HB 1131	 revise certain taxes and fees to fund improvements to public roads and bridges in 
	 	 South Dakota.  This is the Governor’s Road Funding Bill that contains a 2 cent gas 
	 	 tax increase every year FOREVER.  There is NO sunset on this bill.	  
SB 1	 	 finance improvements on the public highways and bridges by establishing or 	
	 	 increasing the motor vehicle excise tax, taxes on fuel, motor vehicle registration 	
	 	 fees, and wheel taxes, to provide for the distribution of certain revenue, and to 	
	 	 establish certain state and local planning and reporting requirements concerning 
	 	 the condition of public highways and bridges. (summer study bill) 
SB 148	 increase the tax on certain motor fuels to finance improvements on the public 	
	 	 highways and bridges (pieces of summer study bill)

SB 149	 revise certain provisions regarding the maximum wheel tax that may be 	 	
	 	 imposed by a county.  (pieces of summer study bill)

SB 150	 require certain motor vehicles to pay an additional registration fee.

SB 151	 revise the distribution of the revenue from petroleum release compensation 	
	 	 and tank inspection fees. (pieces of summer study bill)
!

Please	  go	  to	  Page	  6	  for	  a	  complete	  list.	  
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PMAA News 
Update from Washington, DC
RESULTS FROM NCWM INTERIM 
MEETING


This week, the National Conference on 
Weights and Measures (NCWM) held its 
interim meeting in Daytona Beach, Florida. 
An item on the agenda important to 
petroleum marketers was a 10 micron diesel 
filter mandate. Currently, the market uses a 
30 micron filter for diesel fuel.	  
	 As urged by PMAA, the NCWM voted 
down a proposal to mandate a 10 micron 
diesel filter. If the item were to have been 
approved, it would have cost marketers 
approximately $230 additional per month due 
to having to change diesel filters more often. 
This estimate didn't take into account for 
loss of sales due to changing filters more 
often. 
	 Unfortunately, a few NCWM officials, 
along with some auto manufacturers and 
refiners, pursued the 10 micron filter 
mandate again at the interim meeting and 
now it will come up as a voting item this 
summer in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. PMAA 
will yet again be ready to oppose the 10 
micron filter mandate and has provided 
NCWM officials studies that show moving to 
a 10 micron filter will not solve the problem 
due to carboxylic salts getting through filters 
as low as 2 microns which are causing 
internal injection clogging issues in high-
pressure common rail diesel engines. Forcing 
a 10 micron diesel filter on petroleum 
marketers would also have impacted the 

functionality of the automatic shut-off nozzle 
because it requires a certain amount of flow 
in order to shut off when a vehicle’s tank is 
full. If a dispenser is running slowly, the tank 
may overflow creating a cleanup issue. 
Bottom line: mandating a 10 micron diesel 
filter is costly and unnecessary. 
	 PMAA would like to thank past PMAA 
Chairman Sam Bell and Brian Parnell with 
Mapco Express for representing petroleum 
marketers at NCWM. They were instrumental 
in making sure NCWM officials received the 
information they needed.     

RETAILERS DENIED DEBIT FEE 
REVIEW BY SUPREME COURT


This week, the U.S. Supreme Court, without 
comment, denied the request of retail 
associations to review the Federal Reserve's 
debit swipe fee rules. PMAA supports the 
plaintiff’s position that the Fed did not reduce 
how much banks can collect for debit-card 
transactions enough in capping swipe fees at 
21 cents per transaction. 
	 The retail industry’s case includes the 
argument that the Fed is allowing banks to 
recoup the fixed costs for their debit-card 
programs, including the money spent on 
network hardware, software and labor. 
However, a provision in the Dodd-Frank law 
says banks cannot collect costs “not specific 
to a particular electronic debit transaction.” 
The Obama administration defended the rule, 
saying the Fed board reasonably concluded 
that any line between variable and fixed 
costs would be artificial and unworkable. 
	 Although this is disappointing, the 
plaintiffs of the case, along with PMAA 
and other members of the Merchants 
Payment Coalition, will continue to fight 
for reasonable debit and credit 
interchange fees.    

!



DISPENSING

PROLINE™ TRANSPORTS

TRANSPORTING

BLUELINE™ BOBTAILS

STORAGE

BULK STORAGE

COMPLETE PETROLEUM 
EQUIPMENT SOLUTIONS

COMPLETE PROPANE 
EQUIPMENT SOLUTIONS

• Tank Manufacturing
• Bulks Storage Tanks
• Tank Monitoring Equipment
• Refined Fuel Trucks
• Lube Vans

• Tank Manufacturing
• Bulks Storage Tanks
• Fueling Skids
• Tank Monitoring Equipment

• C-Store Construction 

Management
• Equipment Installation
• Fueling Dispensers
• Point of Sales Systems

• Proline Transports
• Blueline Bobtails
• Crane Trucks
• Truck and Trailer Repair

• Fleet Fueling Systems
• Replacement Parts
• Technical Support
• Preventative Maintenance

• Replacement Parts
• Chassis or Trailer Mounted 

Transloaders

1-800-992-8981     www.westmor-ind.com

1-800-992-8981     www.westmor-ind.com
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Executive Summary: The U.S. DOT’s Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) requires employers to test all intrastate and interstate 
CDL drivers for drug and alcohol use. FMCSA requires employers to schedule 
both announced and unannounced (random) drug and alcohol tests. Each year, 
the FMCSA establishes rates for the minimum percentage of CDL drivers within 
a company that must undergo random drug and alcohol testing. The FMCSA 
2015 random test rate is 50 percent for drugs and 10 percent for alcohol. These 
are the same rates as 2014. !
U.S. DOT ANNOUNCES RANDOM DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEST RATES FOR 2015:  
 
The FMCSA this week announced CDL driver minimum random drug and alcohol testing 
rates for 2015. The test rates are the minimum percentage of employees subject to U.S. DOT 
drug and alcohol requirements who must undergo a random test during the upcoming 
calendar year. The number of random tests conducted by CDL employers for 2015 must 
equal at least 50 percent for drugs and 10 percent for alcohol. These are the same rates 
required in 2014. FMCSA was expected to lower the 2015 random drug testing rate since 
positive test results for drivers declined during 2013 and 2014. FMCSA said that additional 
data is required before the random drug testing rate is lowered, possibly next year.  
 
Employers of both intrastate and interstate drivers requiring a CDL license are responsible 
for implementing and conducting driver drug and alcohol testing programs. Employers may 
do this using their own employees or contract services, or by joining together in a drug and 
alcohol testing consortium that provides services to all member companies. Any individual 
conducting the drug and alcohol tests must be trained to operate evidential breath testing 
(EBT) equipment and be proficient in breath testing procedures. 
 
Random alcohol testing must be conducted just before, during, or just after a driver's 
performance of safety-sensitive duties including the transportation, loading or unloading of 
hazardous materials. The driver is randomly selected for testing from a "pool" of subject 
drivers. The random testing dates and times are unannounced and must be reasonably 
spread throughout the year. 
 
Employers are also required to conduct pre-employment drug tests, post accident, 
reasonable suspicion, return to duty and 
follow up drug and alcohol tests on CDL 
drivers under certain circumstances. The 
test rates for random testing do not apply 
to pre-employment, post accident, 
reasonable suspicion, return to duty or 
follow up tests. Instead these tests are 
performed on a per occurrence basis. 
 
For more information, click here.

PMAA Regulatory Report 
Update from Washington, DC
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15 Legislative Bills - SD 
SB 40 - Annual Hazardous Materials Adoption

Each  year, a bill is submitted that updates the Federal Motor Carriers code book.  Basically, 
the date to changed to reflect the present year.  Below are the changes since the last 
adoption of January 1st, 2014:
!
1.       Recent changes made by the federal funding bill suspend enforcement of certain 
provisions of the 34 hour restart.  A 34 hour restart can now be used as many times per 
week as desired, and the 34 hours of off duty time do not have to include 2 periods between 
1am and 5 am. Previous regulations required that the 34 hour re-start include 34 
consecutive hours off duty and within those 34 hours, two periods between 1 am and 5 am. 
It also required that the 34 hour re-start provision only be used once every seven days.

a.       While this is just suspending enforcement, amendments have been published and we 
need SD law to accurately reflect the relief of regulations.

 

2.       Recent changes made by the federal funding bill suspend the requirement of 
retaining documentation of a driver’s daily vehicle inspection when no defects are 
found. Prior to the funding bill passage, the regulations required motor carriers to retain a 
copy of the driver’s daily vehicle inspection report, regardless if any defects were found. This 
change now only requires the retention of the daily report when a vehicle defect is found.

a.       While this is just suspending the requirement, amendments have been published and 
we need SD law to accurately reflect the relief of regulations.

 

3.       Emergency Relief changes. Last spring Congress passed the Reliable Home 
Heating Act, (RHHA) and the federal motor carrier regulations required changing. The past 
regulation had provisions allowing the suspension of certain motor carrier regulations for 
companies supporting the relief of a declared emergency by the Governor of a state. Those 
regulations allowed the suspension of regulations for 30 days. Upon passage of the RHHA, 
 if the Governor of a state declares an emergency for the shortage of home heating fuels 
and the shortage persists beyond 30 days, the Governor can extended the relief of 
regulations for two additional 30 day periods without intervention from the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration. The key to this change is that it pertains to home heating 
fuels. Other commodities are not affected by this change.

 

4.       Changes the minimum age for a Commercial Driver License from 16 years old to 
18 years old. This is to be consistent with SB 41.
!
This overview was provided to the 
association by Captain John Broers, Motor 
Carriers Division of the SD Highway Patrol.

	 Each year I testify with him in favor 
of this adoption.	  
	 This bill passed the Senate 
Transportation Committee on January 23 
by a vote of 7-0 and was placed on the 
consent calendar.  This bill passed the 
Senate Floor and will be scheduled for 
hearing in House Transportation 
Committee.
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15 SD Legislative Bill List 
January 2015
To date, the below is a list of bills of interest to the association:
!
HB 1001	 establish a wine direct shipment license and wine carrier license to enable the 
	 	 direct shipments of certain wine in South Dakota.

HB 1002	 make an appropriation to the Department of Revenue to provide for the 	
	 	 electronic submission of reports and taxes related to alcoholic beverages and 
	 	 to declare an emergency.

HB 1041	 increase certain driver and commercial driver licensing application fees and to 
	 	 dedicate certain revenue for the purpose of operating the driver license 	
	 	 program.

HB 1050	 repeal certain funds, to make revisions to receipts dedicated to the property 
	 	 tax reduction fund, and to create the general revenue replacement fund.

HB 1078	 adopt the South Dakota Nonprofit Corporation Act.

HB 1094	 revise certain provisions regarding the annual minimum wage adjustment.

HB 1111	 increase the costs and expenses considered reasonable for the collection of 
	 	 certain dishonored checks.

HB 1123	 authorize alcoholic beverages to be sold, served, and consumed in certain 
	 	 on-sale licensees during an extended period of time.

HB 1131	 revise certain taxes and fees to fund improvements to public roads and 	
	 	 bridges in South Dakota.

HB 1168	 revise alcoholic beverage licensing. (Note that this bill is a “marker” bill and 
	 	 has been introduced for some unknown reason at this time)

SB 1	 	 finance improvements on the public highways and bridges by establishing or 
	 	 increasing the motor vehicle excise tax, taxes on fuel, motor vehicle 	
	 	 registration fees, and wheel taxes, to provide for the distribution of certain 
	 	 revenue, and to establish certain state and local planning and reporting 	
	 	 requirements concerning the condition of public highways and bridges. (this 
	 	 bill will be killed in committee and replaced with the Governor’s Bill - HB 1131.  
	 	 This bill was the result of the summer study on Highway Needs chaired by 
	 	 Senator Mike Vehle of Mitchell) 
SB 40		 revise certain provisions regarding the federal motor carrier regulations.

SB 41		 revise certain provisions pertaining to commercial driver licensing.

SB 59		 establish the state debt collection office.

SB 135	 authorize municipalities to impose an additional sales and use tax for a limited 
	 	 period of time for a specified use.

SB 136	 exclude municipal sales and use taxes from the gross receipts used to 	
	 	 determine the tax liability of electric cooperatives.

SB 139	 authorize the increase in the number of video lottery machines that may be 
	 	 placed in a licensed establishment under certain conditions.

SB 148	 increase the tax on certain motor fuels to finance improvements on the public 
	 	 highways and bridges

SB 149	 revise certain provisions regarding the maximum wheel tax that may be 	
	 	 imposed by a county.

SB 150	 require certain motor vehicles to pay an additional registration fee.

SB 151	 revise the distribution of the revenue from petroleum release compensation 
	 	 and tank inspection fees.



Push for Favorable Tax Policies in 
2015 Begins

After a very successful 2014 for NPGA's 
advocacy efforts, we are looking at the tax 
policy landscape of the 114th Congress, 
and how it will affect the propane industry.

 

As we've previously reported, many of our 
industry's tax provisions were extended for 
2014 in the Tax Extenders package that 
became law at the end of the year.  These 
included the propane refueling infrastructure 
and 50 cents-per-gallon tax credits, the 
Section 179 expensing provision, and bonus 
depreciation.  However, all of these 
provisions expired again at the end of the 
year.  Congress is now faced with the 
decision of pursuing another extenders bill 
or tackling the broader issue of tax reform.

 

Tax reform remains one of the top priorities 
for the new Congress, as it seems to have 
been for every previous Congress in recent 
memory.  But there has been a renewed 
dialogue on what tax reform will look like, 
especially with Republicans gaining control 
of both Houses of Congress.  Last year, 
former Ways & Means Committee Chairman 
Dave Camp (R-MI) introduced a 
comprehensive reform package that, while 
not well received, began the conversation 
on actually reforming the tax code.  Now, 
new Chairman Paul Ryan (R-WI) has 
ascended to the Chairmanship with lofty 
expectations on how to make this 
conversation a reality.  Senate Finance 
Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 
has also signaled his intent to work on 
reforming the tax code and has released a 
lengthy discussion paper.

 

The major impediments to quick movement 
of a proposal are the fundamental policy 
disagreements between Republicans and 
Democrats.  Even with Republicans taking 
over the majority in Congress, there is still a 
divided government both within Congress 
and between Congress and the 

Administration.  While there have been 
pledges of bipartisan compromise from 
seemingly every leader in Washington, 
actually bridging the gap between the 
party's visions of reform will be a major 
hurdle this year. 

 

There is also the effect that the 2016 
elections will have on the timing of the 
114th Congress considering any proposal.  
Once the Presidential election cycle gets 
into full swing, the ability to move anything 
other than the most basic legislative 
initiatives diminishes.  In any event, NPGA 
will continue to engage policymakers to 
ensure that our recommendations - 
favorable parity with natural gas, excise tax 
reform, and incentives for propane vehicles, 
forklifts, and commercial lawnmowers -- are 
fully considered in the 114th Congress.
! !
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Comparison of SB 1 vs HB 1131 
Provided by Governor’s Office
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15 Despite Durbin Amendment, Swipe Fees 
Remain High
WASHINGTON – In a white paper titled “Volume and Cost Trends in the Debit Industry,” 
compiled from issue-reported surveys to the Federal Reserve, the Merchants Advisory 
Group reports that while debit costs have decreased substantially in the five years since 
the implementation of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, 
there have been no coinciding changes to existing debit fee regulations.
!
According to the survey data, this means issuer costs have decreased from 7.6¢ per 
transaction to 4.4¢ per transaction — a 42% reduction — yet, merchants, and ultimately 
consumers, continue to bear unreasonable and inflated costs associated with debit card 
acceptance. This discrepancy runs counter to the purpose of the Durbin Amendment in 
Dodd-Frank and suggests a failure on the part of the United States Congress to ensure 
that merchant swipe fees are reasonable and proportional to card issuer costs.
!
“The MAG and our members are hopeful the Federal Reserve will reassess the 
appropriateness of their existing debit card standards,” said Mark Horwedel, CEO of the 
Merchant Advisory Group, in a statement. “Market forces are still not working properly in 
the debit card industry as demonstrated by a lack of reduction in the network-set rates 
below the maximum allowable level despite significant cost reductions by covered 
issuers in the past five years. When a product or service that cost no more than a nickel 
or dime over 20 years ago — and has seen significant improvements in technology and 
increases in volume — skyrockets to almost 10 times that amount, it should raise some 
eyebrows.
!
“It is time for the U.S. to step up and 
ensure existing reforms are dutifully 
carried out and that other reforms 
continue to be contemplated for the 
benefit of the payments system overall, 
and the well-being of thousands of 
merchants and consumers,” concluded 
Horwedel.
!!!



“My medicine is not covered.”
“I have questions.”

“How can I afford this?”

“I need help.”

“Don’t I have
     a choice?”“My doctor is not 

in the network.”

“I need a job with good 
health benefits.”

Struggling To Find  
Health Insurance Answers?

Federated Insurance  
is here to help.

It’s Our Business  
to Protect Yours®

Visit www.federatedinsurance.com  
to learn more.

 
 *Not licensed in the states of NH, NJ, and VT.   © 2015 Federated Mutual Insurance Company
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SIOUX EQUIPMENT
1310 EAST 39TH ST. NORTH

SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 57104
PHONE: (605) 334-1653  |  FAX: (605) 334-4258

OFFERING SALES & SERVICE FOR THE FOLLOWING PRODUCTS

PUMPS/DISPENSERS  •  TANKS  •  AUTOMATED SYSTEMS
CANOPIES  •  AIR COMPRESSORS  •  LIFTS  •  LEAK DETECTION

SIGNS/DECALS  •  OVERFILL/SPILL PROTECTION 
CATHODIC PROTECTION  •  TANK REMOVAL/INSTALLATION

TANK TRUCK EQUIPMENT  •  LUBRICATION EQUIPMENT  
BULK PLANTS & EQUIPMENT  •  POS SYSTEMS

Tax Credit Guidance Issued by IRS 
NPGA Washington Update

The alternative fuel tax credit expired December 31, 2013, but  on 
December 19, 2014, Congress extended the tax credit for the entirety of 
2014. Thus, almost all of the extended period for the credit was 
retroactive. As a result, those who would seek to claim the credit are in a 
quandary, given that some of the normal deadlines for making IRS filings 
to claim the credit have passed. Recognizing this fact, the IRS, as required 
by the law, has issued guidance on this point. Click here to view the IRS 
guidance.  

 

The important point of the guidance is that there is a one-time opportunity 
to file (on Form 8849, Claim for Refund of Excise Taxes) to claim the credit 
for 2014.  The last day to make the filing is August 8, 2015.  (Prior 
anticipatory and preemptive filings for 2014 must be resubmitted during 
this period.) 

 

Members should consult their individual tax advisors for further advice. 
NPGA contact: Jeff Petrash (jpetrash@npga.org; 202.355.1327).



2015 Class Schedule !
March 24	 	 Sioux Falls Ramkota	 	 	 	 1- 5 pm

March 25	 	 Amerinn Chamberlain	 	 	 	 8 am to 12 noon

March 26	 	 Rapid City Ramkota	 	 	 	 8 am to 12 noon
!
May 5	 	 Mitchell Highland Conference Center	 8 am to 12 noon

May 6	 	 Watertown Event Center	 	 	 8 am to 12 noon
!
September 9	 Aberdeen Ramkota	 	 	 	 8 am to 12 noon

September 10	 Sioux Falls Ramkota	 	 	 	 8 am to 12 noon
!
November 3	 Rapid City Ramkota	 	 	 	 8 am to 12 noon

November 4	 Pierre Club House Inn & Suites	 	 8 am to 12 noon

November 5	 Sioux Falls Ramkota	 	 	 	 8 am to 12 noon !
All other seminars 8 am to noon (except March 24).
!
To register:  http://denr.sd.gov/des/gw/tanks/TankOperatorTraining.aspx


2014/2015 Training Programs
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Please email the following address for registration forms for all classes:  dawna@sdp2ma-sdacs.com 
or go online to http://sdp2ma.com and find registration forms in Education and Training.
!
2015 Class Schedule

January	  6-‐7	   	   	   Basic	   	   	   Pierre	  
February	  3-‐5	   	   Delivery	  	   	   Pierre	  
March	  3-‐4	   	   	   Basic	   	   	   Watertown	  
March	  31-‐	  Apr	  2	   	   4.1	   	   	   Mitchell	  
April	  7-‐9	   	   	   Delivery	   	   Watertown	  
April	  28-‐30	   	   	   Plant	   	   	   Aberdeen	  
May	  5-‐6	   	   	   Basic	   	   	   Sioux	  Falls	  
June	  2-‐4	   	   	   Delivery	   	   Sioux	  Falls	  
June	  9-‐11	   	   	   4.2	   	   	   Mitchell	  
June	  23-‐25	   	   	   Plant	   	   	   Sioux	  Falls	  
June	  30-‐July	  2	   	   Plant	   	   	   Mitchell	  
July	  7-‐8	   	   	   Basic	   	   	   Aberdeen	  
August	  4-‐6	   	   	   Delivery	   	   Aberdeen	  
September	  22-‐23	   	   Basic	   	   	   Deadwood	  
October	  6-‐8	   	   	   Delivery	   	   Rapid	  City	  
November	  3-‐4	   	   Basic	   	   	   Mitchell	  
December	  1-‐3	   	   Delivery	   	   Mitchell	  !
**********************************************************************************

mailto:dawna@sdp2ma-sdac.scom
http://sdp2ma.com
http://denr.sd.gov/des/gw/tanks/TankOperatorTraining.aspx
http://denr.sd.gov/des/gw/tanks/TankOperatorTraining.aspx
mailto:dawna@sdp2ma-sdac.scom
http://sdp2ma.com
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SDP2MA Annual Convention 

September 22-23, 2015 

The Lodge  

Deadwood, SD 

JOHN HEPLER
ENERGY ACCOUNT MANAGER

17005 Chutney Drive

Omaha, NE 61836

CELL: (515) 291-9531

FAX: (309) 557-7386

EMAIL: jhepler@growmark.com

GROWMARK ENERGY is a divison of GROWMARK, Inc.

News from NACS 
Washington, DC Update

Gas Mileage Still Top Priority 
for Car Buyers 
Westlake Village, Calif. – With U.S. 
gas prices hitting six-year lows, many 
analysts are predicting that cheap 
gasoline will hurt sales of fuel-
efficient cars. However, it may still be 
too soon to nail the coffin on fuel-
efficient care sales, according to a 
new report from J.D. Power.

	 Fuel economy remains the 
most important criteria for 
consumers when purchasing a new 
car, according to the J.D. Power 
2015 U.S. Avoider Study. The 
research firm arrived at that 
conclusion after surveying 30,000 
owners who registered a new vehicle 
during April and May 2014. They 
were asked what most motivated 
them to buy their vehicles. 	
	 Respondents cited fuel 
economy as their top concern (14% 
of respondents), more than any of the 
other categories. In addition, 16% 
listed poor fuel economy as the top 
reason for not buying a certain 
vehicle.

	 Of course, those new car 
purchases were made this spring, 
prior to year-end’s plummeting gas 
prices. But according to J.D. Power’s 
analysis, the consistent emphasis on 
fuel economy is a sign that 
consumers know gas prices won't 
stay low forever and will take a longer 
view of fuel economy considerations. 

Proposed Settlement in “Hot 
Fuel” Claim

KANSAS CITY, Kans. – A Kansas court has 
given preliminary approval for settlements 
involving 28 companies involved in "hot 
fuel" litigation, though none of that will go to 
consumers, according to news reports.

	 The cases originated in 2006, when a 
group of plaintiffs alleged that gasoline 
retailers were shortchanging customers by 
failing to compensate for expanding 
gasoline during warm summer months. 
They said the gas expands as it becomes 
warmer, thus consumers get less energy per 
gallon, though they pay the same amount. 
Defendants included both small chains as 
well as large retailers like BP and Exxon 
Mobil Corp.

	 The settlements would require six of 
the companies to pay retailers $22.925 
million toward the costs of installing 
equipment that accounts for the effect of 
temperature on the fuel. It also would help 
provide funding for state officials to 
effectively oversee fuel sales. Eighteen 
companies will pay $1.577 million total to 
fund oversight. The remaining four 
companies agreed to convert a portion of 
their stations to the new equipment where it 
is permitted by state law.

	 A hearing is scheduled for June when 
a U.S. District Court judge will determine 
whether to give final approval to the 
settlements.
!!




