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Free SPCC Seminar
Below is an announcement for The R8 2014 OPA Regulations Workshop.

We will hold the workshop in Denver, CO, however, there is an option to attend the workshop 
remotely.  If you could help me get the word out to those who may be interested in attending I 
would greatly appreciate it.  I thank you in advance for helping us reach out to the regulated 
community!  
Melissa - 

On June 3, 2014, EPA's Oil Program staff will conduct a free workshop on the oil pollution regulations 
and the requirements for preparing and implementing Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure 
(SPCC) Plans and Facility Response Plans (FRP). 

 
For additional details and registration information please click on the link that is provided below. 

 
http://www2.epa.gov/region8/emergency-response-and-oil-pollution-act

 
If you have any questions regarding this workshop please call David Lennon at 303-312-6801.

Melissa Payan
Oil Program Coordinator,	  U.S. Environmental Proteion Agency, Region VIII
Denver, CO   80202-1129
Wk:  303-312-6511	   	   	   C: 303-898-5132	   	   payan.melissa@epa.gov

http://www2.epa.gov/region8/emergency-response-and-oil-pollution-act
http://www2.epa.gov/region8/emergency-response-and-oil-pollution-act
mailto:payan.melissa@epa.gov
mailto:payan.melissa@epa.gov


Farmer SPCC Exemption Approved 
President Expected to Sign Final 
Language
In mid-May, the Senate followed the House 
and approved the Water Resources Reform 
and Development Act (H.R. 3080) 
conference report by a vote of 91-7. 
Because of the overwhelming support for the 
Act in both bodies (the House passed the 
report by 412-4), President Obama is 
expected to sign the bill in spite of the 
Administration’s objections about language 
that will streamline environmental reviews.

The SPCC language will increase threshold 
sizes for Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) 
regulation at the farm level, and allow more 
farms to self-certify spill plans compared to 
current EPA SPCC Regulations.

Specifically the language will:

• Exempt all farm tanks of 1,000 gallons or 
less from the SPCC rule, and farms 
with an aggregate tank storage 
capacity of 2,500 gallons or less 
would not have to comply with EPA’s 
SPCC rule. 

• Increase the farm exemption threshold 
with up to 6,000 gallons aggregate of 
aboveground oil storage pending the 
completion of a study looking at a 
permanent exemption for farms with 
2,500 to 6,000 gallons. 

• Permit farms to self-certify their spill 
prevention plans if their aggregate 
aboveground oil storage is between 
6,000 and 20,000 gallons with no 
individual tank greater than 10,000 
gallons and no history of oil spills. 
Self-certify no single tank above 
10,000. 

• Require a professional engineer to certify 
the plan if the farm has an individual 
storage tank greater than 10,000 
gallons, an aggregate aboveground oil 
storage greater than or equal to 
20,000 gallons, or a reportable oil 
discharge history. 

Senate Clears Bill to Revamp 
Emergency Waivers for Heating Fuels
On May 21st, the Senate approved, by 
unanimous consent (UC), the “Reliable 
Home Heating Act” (S. 2086) which would 
provide state governors with greater 
autonomy in extending the Department of 
Transportation’s temporary emergency 
declarations, including Hours of Service 
(HOS), up to an additional 60 days (for a total 
of 90 days) for propane and heating oil. The 
bill was sponsored by Senators John Thune 
(R-SD) and Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and 
would also provide an early warning system 
in which the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration (EIA) would notify governors 
when propane or heating oil supplies fall 
below the most recent five year average for 
more than three consecutive weeks. 
Currently, DOT temporary emergency 
declarations only last for 30 days which is 
not enough time to bring certainty to 
propane and heating oil suppliers.

S. 2086 is similar to legislation which the 
President signed into law in March known 
as the “The Home Heating Emergency 
Assistance Through Transportation 

	 	 	 .........Continued on Page 4
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Update from Washington, DC

JOHN HEPLER
ENERGY ACCOUNT MANAGER

17005 Chutney Drive

Omaha, NE 61836

CELL: (515) 291-9531

FAX: (309) 557-7386

EMAIL: jhepler@growmark.com

GROWMARK ENERGY is a divison of GROWMARK, Inc.





.........Continued on Page 2

(HHEATT) Act of 2014,” (H.R. 4076). The bill 
would extend DOT’s temporary emergency 
declarations, including HOS, for propane and 
heating oil transportation through May 31, 
2014.

The House Transportation Committee has not 
indicated when it will consider S. 2086.

HOUSE APPROPS COMMITTEE 
ADDRESSES MENU LABELING
CFTC Funding Approved

In late May, the House Appropriations 
Committee approved, 31 – 18, the FY 2015 
Agriculture Appropriations bill totaling $20.9 
billion. Included in the Committee’s Report 
was language clarifying the intent of the 
agriculture appropriations bill regarding FDA’s 
menu labeling proposed rule as well as CFTC 
funding.

Currently, the proposed menu labeling rule 
would define a “covered entity” as any 
retailer where more than 50 percent of the 
store’s floor area is devoted to selling food. 
However, the FDA’s definition would capture 
convenience stores and create an 
unreasonable burden because it includes 
pre-packaged food that is already required to 
include nutritional information on its 
packaging. In April 2014, the FDA sent the 
menu labeling proposed rule to the White 
House Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) for final review.

The House Agriculture Committee’s report 
language urges the FDA to only apply the 

proposed rule to retail establishments where 
the majority of the business is for the selling 
of food for immediate consumption and/or 
prepared and processed on-site. It also urges 
FDA to do a cost benefit analysis on the 
proposed rule’s impact on non-restaurant 
entities such as convenience stores. PMAA 
supports the Committee’s Report language 
which would bring a common sense solution 
to a regulation which unfairly burdens small 
business convenience store owners.

Meanwhile, the bill also funds the CFTC at 
$218 million which is $62 million less than the 
Obama Administration request. It also 
requires that $52.6 million be dedicated “for 
the purchase of information technology” 
including $2.6 million for the Inspector 
General’s (IG) office. PMAA supports full 
CFTC funding at $280 million and plans to 
work with the Senate Appropriations 
Committee to encourage appropriators to 
ensure the CFTC gets the critical funding it 
needs to oversee the oil and refined product 
futures marketplace.

2015 PROPOSED RFS MANDATE 
TARGETED FOR SEPTEMBER
EPA plans to release the 2015 RFS proposal 
in September, shortly on the heels of the 
anticipated final 2014 RFS levels. With the 
release this week of the Obama 
Administration’s Spring 2014 Regulatory 
Agenda, the twice yearly, highly subject-to-
change report signaled a March 2015 
completion of the 2015 proposal. Of course, 
EPA has pushed the dates back on the 
proposed and final rules regularly. The 
Congressional deadline for the 2015 proposal 
is November 30.
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Most Costly EPA Regulation in History
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Andi Fouberg (202) 228-5381

May 6, 2014 Rachel Millard (202) 228-5939
WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. Senator John Thune (R-South Dakota) today introduced an 
amendment to the Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness Act of 2014 (S. 2262), to 
block an anticipated Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposal to expand National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ground-level ozone, which would cost upward of 
$1 trillion per year from 2020 to 2030, making it the most expensive regulation in the EPA’s 
history.
 
“The Obama EPA will soon propose unrealistic new ground-level ozone standards that will cost 
employers upward of $1 trillion and eliminate millions of good-paying jobs,” said Thune. 
“These standards would have devastating impacts in South Dakota, costing the state tens of 
thousands of jobs in manufacturing, natural resources and mining, and construction. My 
amendment would prevent the federal government from placing unrealistic, burdensome, and 
expensive new standards on job creators and rural communities.”
 
NAAQS are outdoor air quality standards that measure the concentration of six main pollutants. 
In 2008, the permitted level of ground-level ozone or smog was lowered from 84 parts per 
billion (ppb) to the current 75 ppb. Counties are required to reduce levels of pollutants such as 
smog, particulates, or carbon monoxide in their area in order to comply with the NAAQS 
regulations.
 
Counties that exceed the ground-level ozone standard are considered non-attainment areas 
and must implement expensive plans to reach compliance. Currently, 221 counties in 27 states 
are considered in non-attainment with the current 75 ppb standard. Despite the ongoing 
problems many counties have had achieving the 75 ppb standard, the Obama EPA has 
previously put forward proposals to lower emissions levels in the range of 60 ppb to 70 ppb.
 

National Association of Manufacturers: Areas in Non-attainment Under the Current Standard

.........Continued on Page 9

http://www.nam.org/Special/Media-Campaign/EPA-Overregulation/Ozone-Regulations.aspx
http://www.nam.org/Special/Media-Campaign/EPA-Overregulation/Ozone-Regulations.aspx
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On	  May	  22,	  2014,	  members	  of	  the	  Petroelum	  Marketers	  Association	  of	  America	  spent	  the	  day	  on	  
Capitol	  Hill	  in	  Washington,	  DC	  visiting	  members	  of	  Congress.	  	  

	   Dawna	  Leitzke,	  Executive	  Director,	  of	  SDP2MA	  met	  with	  Senator	  John	  Thune	  (R-‐SD).	  	  Joining	  
her	  where	  Rob	  Underwood	  of	  PMAA	  and	  Dan	  Fisher	  of	  WorldPay	  (an	  association	  associate	  
member).	  	  Also	  in	  attendence	  was	  Brendon	  Plack,	  Senator	  Thune’s	  Energy	  staffer.	  	  Brendon	  has	  
also	  worked	  tirelessly	  with	  me	  through	  the	  entire	  propane	  shortage	  this	  fall/winter.	  	  This	  resulted	  
in	  Senator	  Thune	  introducing	  S	  2086.	  	  Most	  of	  the	  meeting	  was	  spent	  talking	  with	  Senator	  Thune	  
about	  S	  2086	  which	  has	  just	  come	  off	  the	  Senate	  Yloor	  the	  previous	  night	  with	  a	  UC	  vote	  (100-‐0).	  	  
This	  is	  a	  huge	  accomplishment	  as	  SDP2MA,	  South	  Dakota	  marketers	  and	  Senator	  Thune	  and	  his	  
staff	  have	  worked	  very	  hard	  to	  get	  sponsors	  and	  the	  votes	  to	  pass	  this	  bill.	  	  A	  huge	  thank	  you	  to	  all	  
those	  who	  wrote	  letters,	  made	  phone	  calls,	  and	  emails	  to	  help	  accomplish	  this	  very	  important	  
legislation.	  	  An	  overview	  of	  this	  bill	  is	  found	  in	  this	  newsletter	  on	  pages	  2	  &	  4.	  	  Also,	  this	  is	  the	  link	  
to	  Senator	  Thune’s	  press	  release.	  	  http://www.thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-‐releases?
ID=20efe44c-‐27bf-‐443e-‐b829-‐05c81590bb39

	   We	  also	  visited	  about	  the	  EPA	  Ozone	  Standard.	  	  Senator	  Thune	  has	  offered	  amendments	  to	  
help	  with	  the	  EPA	  burden.	  See	  story	  on	  pages	  5	  &	  9.

PMAA Day on the Hill
2014

Rob Underwood, PMAA - Dawna Leitzke, SDP2MA - Senator John Thune, Dan Fisher, WorldPay

SDP2MA Annual Convention
September 23-24, 2014

The Lodge
Deadwood, SD

Mark Your Calendars!

http://www.thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=20efe44c-27bf-443e-b829-05c81590bb39
http://www.thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=20efe44c-27bf-443e-b829-05c81590bb39
http://www.thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=20efe44c-27bf-443e-b829-05c81590bb39
http://www.thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=20efe44c-27bf-443e-b829-05c81590bb39


OSHA Holds Public Hearing on Crane 
Rule
In late May, NPGA participated in an 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) Informal Public Hearing for the 
proposed extension of the compliance deadline 
for crane operator certification and the provision 
that existing employers ensure that crane 
operators are competent.
 The OSHA Cranes and Derricks in 
Construction Final Rule requires third party 
certification of crane operators using a crane 
with a capacity of 2000 pounds or greater by 
November 8, 2014. The proposed rule that was 
discussed at the public hearing and for which 
NPGA has supported will push that date to 
November 8, 2017 if the rule becomes final. The 
deadline extension is intended to give OSHA 
enough time to develop and complete a new 
rulemaking to resolve a variety of other issues in 
the Cranes and Derricks in Construction Final 
Rule including those that pertain specifically to 
the operator certification requirements.
 At the hearing, there was widespread 
support for an extension of the third party 
operator certification compliance deadline, but 
the suggested length of the extension varied.  
Most commenters supported  the proposed three 
year extension, but others recommended at least 
five years or even an indefinite extension.  At 
least one organization suggested the extension 
should only be for one year. 
 While NPGA is already on record 
supporting the extension, we intend to file post-
hearing comments to urge OSHA to adopt a time 
frame in which OSHA believes a new rule may 
be completed.  We do not believe that OSHA 
could develop and finalize a new rulemaking 
within one year to address all the current 
concerns with the third party certification 
requirements.  Therefore, we plan to reaffirm our 

support for a three-year extension as a minimum 
and indicate that we would not be opposed to a 
five year or more extension. 
 For further information, please contact 
Robert F. Helminiak, Director, Regulatory Affairs 
at rhelminiak@npga.org or 202.355.1321.

NFPA 58 Task Force Studies Skid 
Tanks
The NFPA Technical Committee on Liquefied 
Petroleum Gases has opened up a new task 
force to study the fabrication requirements for 
portable tanks known as "skid tanks."  These 
tanks are portable storage containers and are 
shipped from one location to another for 
temporary installations, or they can be installed 
permanently. 
 
NFPA 58 provides requirements for the 
fabrication of these vessels in Chapter 6, but the 
requirements go back to the earliest editions of 
the code and the original intent behind them is 
not well documented.  The problem modern 
fabricators are facing is complying with the 
requirements for the elevation of the container 
bottom from the foundation or the paved surface 
beneath it.  With the requirement that containers 
greater than 4,000 gallons must be equipped 
with an internal valve or a recognized alternative, 
it becomes difficult to comply with the current 
requirement in Table 6.6.3.3(A) of maintaining a 
maximum elevation for the bottom of the 
container of six inches above the concrete 
foundation.
 
The task force assigned by the chairman of the 
NFPA technical committee will be looking to 
review the current requirements for relevance to 
today's installations.  The requirements are 
based on concerns about the performance of the 
container and its supporting structure when 
subjected to a fire, and they may be intended to 
limit the damage to a container and its 
appurtenances, should an unprotected steel tank 
support system be subjected to the intense heat 
effects of a fire.  
 
The task force is expected to complete its work 
and present a recommendation to the committee 
at its meeting this fall.
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The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) 
issued a press release reminding interstate truck drivers that all medical fitness exams required 
for CDL licensure must be performed by a qualified health professional listed on the National 
Registry of Certified Medical Examiners beginning May 21, 2014.
	 The new FMCSA program was mandated by Congress and sets baseline training and 
testing standards for medical professionals who perform CDL driver physicals. The new 
requirement means that drivers can no longer go to their family doctor for a CDL medical fitness 
exam unless that doctor is tested and certified by the FMCSA and listed on the National 
Registry. Medical examiners on the National Registry will also be required to maintain and 
demonstrate competence through periodic training and recertification testing and those that fail 
to maintain federal standards will be removed.
	 According to the FMCSA, approximately 22,000 medical professionals have completed 
the coursework and testing and are now listed on the National Registry. Another 27,000 have 
begun the certification process. Current medical certificates held by CDL drivers remain valid 
until the expiration date shown on the card. Only after the date of expiration is a driver required 
to use a certified medical examiner to perform their new examination. Drivers must undergo a 
new CDL medical fitness exam every two years under federal and state regulations. The federal 
rule applies only to interstate drivers. However, most states adopt FMCSA regulations for 
intrastate drivers as well. Intrastate only drivers should check with their state motor carrier 
office to determine if the new rule applies to them.
	 Please click on this link to view a PMAA 
Regulatory Report explaining this issue. To find 
an FMCSA certified medical examiner, please 
view the National Registry of Certified Medical 
Examiners.

OZONE STANDARD NEEDS ECONOMIC 
ANALYSIS
A former head of EPA’s air program said that 
an EPA advisory committee preparing 
recommendations on ozone standards must 
include an evaluation of the economic effects 
of a revised standard. Jeff Holmstead, an 
attorney with Bracewell & Giuliani, said this 
week that Section 109 of the Clean Air Act 
requires the advisory panel to advise EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy of any adverse 
“public health, welfare, social, economic or 
energy” effects associated with adoption of a 
revised national ambient air quality standard.
	 PMAA believes the economic 
consequences from a new ozone standard will 
be severe and must be considered. An overly 
stringent ozone standard will create 
bottlenecks and chaos in the gasoline 
marketplace.
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Exam Requirements Now in Effect

Fairbank Equipment is an authorized distributor for 

the original RegO valves and regulators. Ever since 

the beginning of the propane industry, marketers 

have been able to count on RegO for dependable 

performance and reliability. 

Don’t be fooled by cheap imitations. Buy original 

RegO products from Fairbank Equipment, your 

authorized distributoauthorized distributor.

3700 Jewell St.  Wichita, KS  1-800-666-5764

http://www.pmaa.org/weeklyreview/attachments/PMAA_RR_05_01_14_FMCSA_MED_CERT.pdf
http://www.pmaa.org/weeklyreview/attachments/PMAA_RR_05_01_14_FMCSA_MED_CERT.pdf
http://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/
http://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/
http://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/
http://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/
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According to the EPA’s own estimates, the costs of this proposal ranged from $25 billion per 
year at 70 ppb to $90 billion per year at 60 ppb. Industry estimates indicate that the 60 ppb 
standard would cost businesses over $1 trillion per year between 2020 and 2030. Job losses 
as a result of this measure would total a staggering 7.3 million by 2020, devastating entire 
industries and hitting U.S. manufacturing especially hard. This would have a tremendous 
impact on rural areas, which depend on coal as an affordable and reliable source of energy 
production.
 

National Manufacturers Association: Areas in Non-attainment Under the Current Standard

 
Thune’s amendment would block the EPA 
from lowering the NAAQS below 75 ppb until 
85 percent of the non-attainment counties 
achieve compliance with the existing 
standard. Thune’s amendment would also 
require the EPA to consider the costs and 
feasibility of the lower standard, which the 
EPA currently cannot consider. Thune’s 
amendment is cosponsored by Senators Jeff 
Sessions (R-Alabama) and David Vitter (R-
Louisiana).
 
Thune has also introduced a number of other 
amendments to S. 2262, which he previously 
offered during the Senate’s consideration of 
the legislation in September of 2013. A full list 
and description of these amendments is 
available here.
 
**Maps provided by National Association of 
Manufacturers.

KLINGER’S PAINT AND 
ACCESSORIES

KLINGER’S PAINT AND 
ACCESSORIES

Valley City, ND 58072
Phone: 800-437-9702
Fax: 800-313-3299
www.feiinc.com

Klinger’s o!er a full line of tank primers and coatings, aerosol cans, 
plus a line of accessories to meet your painting needs.  Klinger’s has 
been in the paint industry for over 100 years and o!ers premium 
quality products at fair prices. 

High performance tank coatings have a 5 year performance level 
with gloss retention.  Bright white and light gray paint contain 
a mildew resistant additive.  All tank coatings are available in a 
variety of colors in 12 oz. aerosol cans, 1 gallon cans or 5 gallon 
pails.  Asphaltum, urethane tar and penetrol are also available.

GIVE US A CALL TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS ON 
KLINGER’S PAINTS AND ACCESSORIES

http://www.epa.gov/glo/pdfs/fs20100106ria.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/glo/pdfs/fs20100106ria.pdf
http://www.eenews.net/assets/2010/09/15/document_pm_01.pdf
http://www.eenews.net/assets/2010/09/15/document_pm_01.pdf
http://www.nam.org/Special/Media-Campaign/EPA-Overregulation/Ozone-Regulations.aspx
http://www.nam.org/Special/Media-Campaign/EPA-Overregulation/Ozone-Regulations.aspx
http://www.nam.org/Special/Media-Campaign/EPA-Overregulation/Ozone-Regulations.aspx
http://www.nam.org/Special/Media-Campaign/EPA-Overregulation/Ozone-Regulations.aspx
http://www.thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2013/9/thune-introduces-amendments-to-senate-energy-bill
http://www.thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2013/9/thune-introduces-amendments-to-senate-energy-bill
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Government to Establish Northeast 
Gasoline Reserve.
WASHINGTON — To ensure that there is not a 
repeat of the fuel shortages experienced in 
the Northeast after Superstorm Sandy blew 
up the East Coast in 2012, the U.S. 
Government has decided to build a million-
barrel gasoline reserve, Reuters reports.
 The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
announced late last week that two separate 
sites — one close to New York Harbor and 
one in New England — would hold 500,000 
barrels of gasoline by the end of summer. The 
$200 million emergency stockpile would be in 
addition to the current heating oil reserve, 
which contains a million barrels of diesel fuel.
 DOE, which will lease the tanks from 
commercial storage companies, will have to 
purchase the fuel to fill them. The reserve’s 
aim would be to provide short-term relief for 
first responders and motorists directly after 
major disasters. “This is part of a broader 

commitment to a more secure and resilient 
energy infrastructure,” said Energy Secretary 
Ernest Moniz.
 Meanwhile, refiners expressed their 
concern at not being consulted before the 
announcement. “Since the decision … was 
made with no input from the industry, we 
question whether due consideration was 
given to how the gasoline reserve will be filled, 
managed and dispersed,” said Charles 
Drevna, president of the American Fuel and 
Petrochemical Manufacturers.
	 New York mandates that gasoline 
stations along major highways and evacuation 
routes have backup generators, for which the 
state provides grants. New Jersey gasoline 
stations also can apply for grants to install 
generators, which are not required by law.

EPA Climate Proposal Expected in early 
June 2014
WASHINGTON – The Obama administration 
will next week unveil a cornerstone of its 
climate-change initiative with a proposed rule 
aimed at allowing states to use cap-and-trade 
systems, renewable energy and other 
measures to meet aggressive goals for 
reducing carbon emissions by existing power 
plants, according to a report this week in the 
Wall Street Journal.
	 Energy companies and others affected 
by the proposal will be watching for key 
details, including the percentage by which 
companies and states must reduce carbon 
emissions, which is expected to be proposed 
in a range instead of a single number. The 
baseline year against which those reductions 
are calculated will also be closely monitored.
	 The proposal will be designed to give 
states, which will administer the regulations, 
flexibility to meet the benchmarks, as 
opposed to placing emissions limits on 
individual plants, according to people familiar 
with the Environmental Protection Agency's 
work on the rule.
	 	 	       ........Continued on Page 13

News from NACS

Sumter Coatings makes you look good
while protecting your most valued assests.

800.328.6291

Formulated specifically for propane tanks and equipment,
providing both protection and appearance.

Spring paint sale ends July 31st.

http://www.nacsonline.com/News/Daily/Pages/ND0115143.aspx
http://www.nacsonline.com/News/Daily/Pages/ND0115143.aspx
http://www.nacsonline.com/News/Daily/Pages/ND1023137.aspx
http://www.nacsonline.com/News/Daily/Pages/ND1023137.aspx
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	 Central to the strategy of flexibility: the 
option to include a cap-and-trade component 
where a limit is set on emissions and 
companies can trade allowances or credits for 
emissions as a way of staying under different 
benchmarks the EPA sets for each state. 
Power-plant operators could trade emissions 
credits or use other offsets in the power 
sector, such as renewable energy or energy-
efficiency programs, to meet the target.
	 The anticipated June 2 release is likely 
to reverberate across the nation's political, 
legal and environmental policy landscape as 
competing interests debate the economic 
cost and the science of climate change. The 
EPA is scheduled to complete the rule by 
June 2015, and states must submit their 
implementation plans the following year. 
However, the likelihood of lawsuits and 
political opposition could upend this 
schedule.
	 The proposed rule would affect 
hundreds of power plants nationwide and is 
expected to be challenging for utilities with a 
large number of coal-fired generators, which 
the EPA says account for about one-third of 
U.S. greenhouse-gas emissions. Burning coal 
produces more carbon dioxide than oil and 
natural gas, but it is also the cheapest and 
most plentiful source for power, providing 
40% of the nation's electricity.
	 Politicians from coal-producing states 
are likely to fight the proposal, as are power 
companies that burn coal and business 
groups that say the rule could increase costs. 
Congressional Republicans and conservative 

groups have criticized cap-and-trade policies 
as "cap-and-tax," saying that if companies 
have to pay for emissions allowances, it 
amounts to a hidden tax on them, which could 
be passed to customers.
	 Some utilities supported cap-and-trade 
legislation that failed in Congress a few years 
ago because it was the most flexible way to 
cut emissions. The House of Representatives 
in 2009, controlled by Democrats at the time, 
passed cap-and-trade legislation but it ended 
up dying in the Senate in 2010 where criticism 
gained traction and scuttled the initiative.

USDA Answers SNAP Related 
Questions
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture released a frequently asked 
questions document this week regarding its 
implementation of the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) provisions in the 
recently-enacted Farm Bill. 
 Those provisions impose additional 
obligations on retailers that redeem SNAP 
benefits, including new technological 
mandates and depth-of-stock requirements. 
(See March 2014 Summary of Relevant 
Provisions for SNAP retailers.)  In addition to 
those obligations, under the new law, retailers 
participating in SNAP will no longer be offered 
free Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) 
equipment, supplies and related services. 
(See May 2014 Farm Bill – SNAP Purchases 
With EBT.)
 The FAQ document released this week 
indicates that the Department of Agriculture 
plans on proposing rules implementing the 
point-of-sale provisions and the depth-of-
stock provisions in calendar year 2014. Those 
rules will not take effect until they are 
finalized.  As a practical matter, this means 
that those provisions will not be enforced until 
later this year or, more likely, 2015.  The FAQ 
document also contains a fairly substantial 
discussion on the Farm Bill’s provisions 
prohibiting retailers from being offered free 
EBT equipment.
 For more information on these issues, 
please visit NACS’s SNAP webpage here.

http://www.nacsonline.com/Issues/foodservice/Documents/RetailerIssuance-ElectronicBenefits-TransferProvisionsQAs.pdf
http://www.nacsonline.com/Issues/foodservice/Documents/RetailerIssuance-ElectronicBenefits-TransferProvisionsQAs.pdf
http://www.nacsonline.com/Issues/foodservice/Documents/RetailerIssuance-ElectronicBenefits-TransferProvisionsQAs.pdf
http://www.nacsonline.com/Issues/foodservice/Documents/RetailerIssuance-ElectronicBenefits-TransferProvisionsQAs.pdf
http://www.nacsonline.com/News/Daily/Documents/FarmBillProvisionsAnalysis.pdf
http://www.nacsonline.com/News/Daily/Documents/FarmBillProvisionsAnalysis.pdf
http://www.nacsonline.com/News/Daily/Documents/FarmBillProvisionsAnalysis.pdf
http://www.nacsonline.com/News/Daily/Documents/FarmBillProvisionsAnalysis.pdf
http://www.nacsonline.com/Issues/foodservice/Documents/EBT_SNAP.pdf
http://www.nacsonline.com/Issues/foodservice/Documents/EBT_SNAP.pdf
http://www.nacsonline.com/Issues/foodservice/Documents/EBT_SNAP.pdf
http://www.nacsonline.com/Issues/foodservice/Documents/EBT_SNAP.pdf
http://www.nacsonline.com/Issues/foodservice/Pages/SNAP.aspx
http://www.nacsonline.com/Issues/foodservice/Pages/SNAP.aspx


2014 - Locations

March 25	 Sioux Falls Ramkota	 (1 -5 pm)
March 26	 Aberdeen - Dakota Event Center
March 27	 Mobridge Wrangler Inn

June 10	 Rapid City Ramkota		 (8 am - 12 noon)
June 10	 Rapid City Ramkota		 (1 - 5 pm)	 	 All other seminars 8 am to noon.
June 11	 Mitchell Highlands Conference Center

September 25	 Deadwood - The Lodge
September 26	 Pierre Club House Inn

November 18	 Rapid City Ramkota
November 19	 Sioux Falls Ramkota

To register:  http://denr.sd.gov/des/gw/tanks/TankOperatorTraining.aspx

Orange indicates completed training courses.

2014 Training Programs
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Please email the following address for registration forms for all classes:  dawna@sdp2ma-sdacs.com 
or go online to http://sdp2ma.com and find registration forms in Education and Training.

2014 Class Schedule
Basic Principles	 	 	 	 	 	 Bobtail Delivery
Jan. 7-8	 	 Pierre	 	 	 	 	 Feb. 4-6	 	 Pierre
March 4-5	 	 Aberdeen	 	 	 	 April 8-10	 	 Aberdeen
May 6-7	 	 Rapid City	 	 	 	 June 10-12	 	 Rapid City
July 8-9	 	 Sioux Falls	 	 	 	 August 5-7	 	 Sioux Falls
September 22-23	 Deadwood	 	 	 	 October 7-9	 	 Rapid City
November 4-5	 Mitchell	 	 	 	 December 2-4	 Mitchell

4.1 Distribution Systems	 	 	 	 	 4.2 Distribution Systems
May 20-22  Rapid City	 	 	 	 	 June 17-19  Rapid City
July 22-24 Mitchell	 	 	 	 	 	 August 19-21  Mitchell

Plant Operations 	 	 	
July 29-31   Mitchell	 	 	 	 	

********************************************************************************

mailto:dawna@sdp2ma-sdac.scom
mailto:dawna@sdp2ma-sdac.scom
http://sdp2ma.com
http://sdp2ma.com
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Agency says changes will protect nearby neighborhoods and improve air quality.

May 16, 2014
WASHINGTON – After receiving input from stakeholders including community groups, industry 
and the states, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is proposing to update the 
toxic air pollution standards for petroleum refineries to protect neighborhoods located near 
refineries.
 “This proposal will help us accomplish our goal of making a visible difference in the 
health and the environment of communities across the country,” said EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, in a press release. “The common-sense steps we are proposing will protect the 
health of families who live near refineries and will provide them with important information 
about the quality of the air they breathe.”
 The agency’s proposal would, for the first time, require monitoring of air concentrations 
of benzene around the fenceline perimeter of refineries to assure that emissions are controlled 
and these results would be available to the public. The proposal would also require upgraded 
emission controls for storage tanks including controls for smaller tanks; performance 
requirements for flares to ensure that waste gases are properly destroyed; and emissions 
standards for delayed coking units which are currently a significant unregulated source of toxic 
air emissions at refineries.
	 When these proposed updates are fully implemented, EPA estimates toxic air 
emissions, including benzene, toluene, and xylene, would be reduced by 5,600 tons per year. 
Volatile organic compound emissions would be cut by approximately 52,000 tons per year. 
They anticipate that these cost-effective steps will have no noticeable impact on the cost of 
petroleum products at the approximately 150 petroleum refineries around the country.
 The American Petroleum Insitute responded to EPA’s announcement, saying that the 
“refinery rule proposed today comes with a high price tag but uncertain environmental 
benefits, while emissions continue to fall under existing regulations.”  API Director of 
Regulatory and Scientific Affairs Howard Feldman continued, “With this proposal, EPA adds to 
the list of new regulations impacting refineries that come with enormous costs but 
questionable environmental benefits. This rule is intended to evaluate what risk, if any, is posed 
to the public from refinery emissions. But EPA has already concluded the risks associated with 
refinery emissions are low and the public is protected with an ample margin of safety. 
America’s refineries have been reducing emissions for decades and will continue reducing 
emissions under existing regulations while making the cleanest fuels and helping to improve air 
quality.”
 EPA is issuing this proposal as part of 
a process outlined in the Clean Air Act. The 
agency will take comment on the proposal 
for 60 days after it is published in the Federal 
Register. The agency plans to hold two 
public hearings, one near Houston and one 
in Los Angeles, and will finalize the 
standards in April 2015. Details on the public 
hearings will be available on EPA’s website 
shortly.

EPA Proposes Updates- Emission Standards
For Refineries - NACS Daily



In-Stock Inventory...Always!
• On-site tank manufacturing increases quality control and improves lead times.
• In-house engineering ensures the safest and strongest custom designs.
• Axalta™ Imron®�$KHSD�O@HMS�LHWHMF�RS@SHNM�FT@Q@MSDDR�@M�DXD�B@SBGHMF�O@HMS�ƥMHRG

westmor-ind.com/inventory
or 800-992-8981, ask for truck sales

3,400 Gallon Blueline Bobtail 5,000 Gallon Blueline Bobtail 5,300 Gallon Blueline Bobtail

GOING THE EXTRA


